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Tk® wit ear of ifhtB $a#t flf tfcte aaurffa* 

if' 

■*tv* wisttes it aistixtetly tttiftaxwtoflHl tteat . 
1© ftoes not YowsSi, for the eoi-ajei&tiiesa «f 
tliiww stateuamts, ha^iag ofetaiafro' lifetan fyosa 
statistics aaA •©titer s-cnureaa as %mt l*e otrali 
Aating "bsfik to t&* first itfhit© gattlar in. 
Tptitlgsftl t& tli® ytaa* XS0&, vfcgXft Vi^lkigaa : 

wae yat a tawsttozy* AM as ttaar aa th« wrlttlr 
&s$ "foa&rt altle Jfeo leam, a nas fc^ tlie a«aa® 
«hp tm^mdM, Woo&reff was the tfifcat pMrfstrnm 
of lant from tte© govenstae&t in <&• F©a? 182:3, 
gal 3 to be loaataa" r*ry near nftttra' Ky» 
for raster siow reside®, Imown to thoea 4*7* 
as fo#Araff*s ©rove, it is said %@ Uraiit the-fe 
a tonsa, amd awed his [Charily i&to It Jmly 
6th, 1823, ©3f$>e&ti£tg lie had started t&a vil* 
laga of Tpsilsmti there, Tw$ he gaamaA &0g»fc4 
to aigaH>olmt*©?it, I will tall yon later. 
3?he <aext buyer was 3fittt» Bnmaon, who' 
"bought at or #ear/ the- garove itt 1&8% esepeottag: 
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that woT&d h« the real Yps&lasiti, which eooii 
irwtd a jaistafce for on the fir«t of *R*ae 
1825 the road from Mtroit to ahio&g© was 
smrwyed. hy a 3»it$d S : tat#e O^sroiaaiomor, 
as«lst«d hy Grriag Hiasoa, a surveyor, 
lirlag a* Salte* tillage said they ostahlisfcod 
t&e Bo&d uStaar* it aow is* laaffisg W®o«rw£* f a 
#rov© out £*i th© o^old 1 * ©*6 saoxt -i8i#ttl$r tft 
th© Grot© wag a msa hy tho asaas of John Bryant, 
Ha and Ms faa&ly arrived at the Grove Oot. 
&$?$, 1823 and iJi IBM psiarohased ia*4, ©rested 
a hease sad moved iiito it De^etafoer 51st, 

of t&e #40# ?mar. 

I will her© :&taim.wha^ : 'ms< -gait fy- 
Mm* Srysaat, *Ka® of the pettier** at the Si^i 
la $S£$, $&e said it was affixing t« hear the 
mm mills jl& eperatiom ©*ery *or&iiss #&d 
4esoril«il the® thui.: ' 'A "hole: -«$$ Itatted in. 
the top of a 0OU&&- oafc ©tiafip after seraping 
this eloaaa from «««!* a stiafe ^out aix 



feat long and eight inches in diameter was 
rounded at one end and suspended by a spring 
pole directly over the stump, a hole was 
bored through this pestle for handles, 
and the mill was done, A man would pound 
a peels of corn in half an hour, so that 
half of it would go through a sieve, so 
we see that in this ease the old saying 
is verified that "Heeesslty is the Mother 
of invention/ 1 

Mr. Bryant was a earpente* by trade 
and it is said he hui^t the county court 
house in Ann Arbor in the year 1834. And 
it is said that a man by the name .of Robert 
Flenraimg built in this county the first 
saw Kill on Section twenty- five, krm Arbor 
Township in the summer of 18&4* It was 
located on a small creek running through 
the county near Ann Arbor, named Flemings 
Greek* 

Harvey H, Snow was the tenth buyer 



and the omiGT of Snott'ft Landing now called 
"Belleville *" This settler disposed of Ms 
interest to Abel Millington in 1805 or 
1826 and moved farther west. 

George W* Efoyge was a settler near 
the Grove in the year 1823, hut he moved 
to Ann Arbor in 1824 and two years later 
was the principle moves in building the 
first gristmill in Ann Arbor; But misfor- 
tune seeded to overtake him, while he was 
assisting at the raising of a house owned 
hy Andrew lowland of Ann Arbor who some 
of the present settlers will remember, 
this man,' loyse, got Ml led by accident. 

fhe first school established in 
tpgilanti was organized and taught by Miss 
Olive dorton daughter of Job and Sarah Gorton 
in a SBtall building which stood where the 
Occidental Hotel now stands, in the suEaaer and 
fall of 1825 and among her pupils was Lieut. 
Mortimer Boseneranz whose remains rest in our 
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Highland Cemetery. Hiss Norton after the elose 
of her school that year married lyman ©raves, 
and raad© he* hoiae three miles south of Ypsilanti,- 
where she spout her life. 2hey raised quite a 
family but most of them passed away, fhere id 
one son and his family living now in Ypsilanti 
City, who is a very worthy citizen and has held 
several very important offices and is considered 
a good "business man. His name is Albert Graves, 
living on Washington Street, Ypsilanti City. 

I will speak of some of the present 
citizens of Ypsilanti and what they have done 
for their home town. I will refer first to 
Mr. Daniel Quirk, 8©nior, as doing a great thing 
for the city and surrounding country when he 
built that fcuii&ing known as the vault in 
Highland Cemetery ana donated it to the city, 
which was certainly a very generous act and hie 
memory will he eherlshed by the rising generation 
as one of the most respected citizens of Ypsilan* 

tl City. He is now in his ninety-second year 
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and president of the First lational Bank, 
which position lie has held for several years i 
He is quite smart ant active for a man of his 
years and h&s memory is considered very good. 
1 will speak of om more of Tpsilanti'a 
business men who ha® passM away. But he will 
fee remembered lay most of the present citiaeixa* 
He was Doctor Bedford who was business straight! 
tforougfo. He has Id ft bobs who are mry mii^ 
like Ma tbat respect . I will mow speak 
of Mrs, John Starkweather and her gettereus 
donation to the city, one gift being the Ladies 
Library building, another was the' chapel in 
highland Cemetery whioh was built by her and 
given to the city which is a great thing for 
the city and the surrounding country. In a 
great many ways I feel as though the citizens 
all m-ast feel very grateful and thankful for 
these donations, although she has gone to the vale 
beyond, there is yet one more to mention 



I hear the water fountain 1b front of the Sav- 
ings Bank, was a gift also, 1 "believe* I 
will speak of another one of the present husi- 
neHs men of the city who is Mr. Bohert VI. Hemp- 
hill f Star* Who is now president of the Savings 
Bank in Ypsilanti City, which position he has 
held emetine. Ho .has "been concerned in the 
hanking ho&iness ever eiiice 1 knew him which 
is near fifty years and is a straight husinesf 
man* 

It is said that in 1S2H a man hy the 
name of Rawson operated a sawmill at Snows 
landing now called. Belleville, I learn 
from atatlgtics that a isan hy the naine of 
John Stuart, it is said,, "built the first saw 
mill in Ypsilanti near where the Woolen 
Factory now stands in June 1826. 

Bie first town meeting was held in 18E7 
Doctor Millington was elected BtiperviBor and 
Benjamin Woodruff, Justice of the Peace, 



it Is to "be remembered that Michigan Is yet 
a territory and was not admitted as a state 
mntil 1837. 

I leaaaa from statistics also that a 
mm hy the- name of Godfrey had a trading post 
established with the Indians at or near the 
GroT® as early as the year 18 S3 carrying on a 
good trade with the Indians for their fars for 
it Id said they were ntmerous. 1 know they were 
were nraaereu-s when I first saw Ypsilanti in 
the year 1 1-033,, a mam hy the name -of William 
Harweod whe will he remembered hy some of th# 
present citizens, owned fnlte a tract of land 
on the east side of the river and also a grist 
mill standing near where the present Huron siill 
now stands, which it is said was Trailt fcy Sen^a-j 
min Woodruff fn liSi and he sold it to> Harwo/Qd, 
who was the owner of it in 1853* when X first 
saw Tpsilanti, and Mr. George MclfcigaX was the 
miller who has passed to' the other shore. 



Bat Ire left two solas who live near Ypstlantl is 
the town erf Superior wl>c is known %y the present 
citizens of Ypsilanti, In th© year 1835 Mr. 
Barwood Made a deal with old Mr. John Slifcert 
disposing' of sll Ms interests on the east sid© 
©f the river mill and all; I will tail you Bor® 
later ahoiit this deal stud ahomt this will pro- 
perty. I will now say that old Mr. John Gilbert 
tauUt the present Huron Kill m or near the same 
grorad where the 6ld mill stdatt, that he %-Gn$M 
■of «*. Harwood. Sh±-s -old Mr. tilhsrt that 1 re- 
fer to was the father of yotmg John Gilbert, naaajed 
the game, ^ho died a few year« ago and Ms wi&tw 
still, lives 1b Tpsllsnti ity. 

I will gr ve a sketch of what I know of 
Ifpe&lanlrl irtFiflH -1 fiwBt saw it in th&- year 1&25& 
,and who the settlers were at that tiint and what 
e^naitlon the little Tillage was la what I first 
#aw it as Bear as I ©an refflemher. 

I earae with ray father 'and his family frosj 
the Stat© of lew Tosifc, Steuben County, arriving 
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at Spsilgmti, ^uae IStJi, 1823., % father T^e^giit 

J' vw^ 

a pair of horges and a. wagon with him ana w&." 
earn© from Buffalo to Detroit "by boat on Lake 
Brie and froza Detroit we c&vm with* oxir own 
te.«& to Tpsilantl as 1 have said, June 18th, ||fT , 



We found no "bridge across the Huron 
EiYar at Xpsilanti, but we were ferried 
OYer on a flat bottom "boat, hJorses.* wagon 
and all f by a man by the name of Stoat* 

I will name bohi& of the inhabitants 
of .tha little Tillage as 1 remember thcmu 
A Man "by the name of Charles Stuck who opera-f 
ted an a&hery on the south sid® of Oongres-8 
Street near where Mr* Deinarsh no?/ h&s a liYesIr 
barn ana he fe&# the father of Al Stuck who 
is now a citizen of Tpsilantl, who is well 
feaorai there ^ the present citizens,.*. And 
farther west at the corner of Huron and 
Congress streets where the Savings Bank now 
ig ; > that corner w%§ owm& and c^oupied by 
Chester JBwwy fluA'lw" %epfe 'tiltat ■ , w»n #i*a3L#$ a 



Tavern in those days; and farther west 'on 
Congress street is what Is known as Kings 
Corners which was occupied by the forefathers 
of the present King who is there now* It 
has 'been handed down so that the King Family- 
hold it yet. And farther to the west there was 
various offices and stores. There were two 
men "by the name of Lane, both lawyers, and they 
were brothers and their first names were 
Marcus and Charles lane* They had an office 
on that side of the street. Chanoey Joslyn 
was in their office with them at that time 
than a young m&n 9 . reading the law with them. 
And farther west on the south side of Congress 
street was tro men by the name of Moore and 
McAllister, keeping a diTj gooda ©tore* And 
on the corner of that b!oQ& where the latiomal 
Batik now is# It was at that time owned and 
occupied by Elijah Grant f who kept a dry goods 
store also. He was the father of Ed. Grant 
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now one of the citizens of Ypsilanti* That 
block comprised about all on the south side 
of Congress street as for feueineaa^ 

I will go back to the river and tell 
something about the Horthside of Congress 
street. She first building next to the river 
was quite a large structure end it was there 
wlien I came to Ypsilanti, ana was said to have 
been built by Deacon Post, who was a hatter 
by trade., and he carried on business there. 
It was known in those days as the "Mzmery 
Building," 

We will go west to the- we 8 1 side of 
Huron street and there en the comer where 
now is the Kishlar store, we found Arden 
H. Ballard and James Bdmunds running a 
General store; and a little west of them* 
we found Julius Moviou.8 and a man named 
Goddard rrnmtxig a Hardware store. Still 
farther west we find a Jewelry store run by 
a man by the name of HeddA&g and a grocery 

kent by Mr* l<evi Haynes, and one run by a man 
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% the &sete ©f EfcGracty an<3. Miss fanny HieMlst 
* Milliner, s sister of Ilr. . Jaraos Siohols, 
«&-& will. Id© remembered as the father of the 
Wtsfield farmer Who was found. in the Detroit 
river nmrdered by Edward Aeher, who is now 
i&awisg tiae in Jackson prison for the crims* • 

Mr.. Salter 8. Hewitt rim. a large "boot 
aad shoe store Bear the west end of the 
1&*«1e *&$a& north of the first lational 
Saigfc. Shat -corner Is still owned V the 
tewitt family. In the year 1861 fire took 
■*v«ry-tfei3ttg olesn from that "blook in the shape 
of tmftldiagg, exdeptiag two and one of then* 
is em the comer of Washington anfl Pearl 
streets, the old shop where Mr. Minor to rated 
&t Msel^i thing for years and the other was 
a saaall house near where- the present postoffio^' 
»ew staa&s owned hy Ir* Seers koreridge. The 
fire toflsk everything clear to the rlrer, the 
old Jftts&eay teiidingr with the rest, She law 



ifr&ternity consisted of Klias Skinner, Grove 
Spencer and Parens and Charles lane . 

TJie doctors when 1 came here vmrc* 
lootor Milling ton.^ Dr. Mors s e and Dr# Fair- 
i&toildsj and Richard Kartrfn was the city bafcerv 

' ©ilmen Davis was the cabinet ma.ker smfl later. ' : 
wets tho undertaker of the to ; wn, he won the 
father of .Mr. Ira Davis, iiow'r ci fclaen of 
Tpsilsnti City. Ira Weed was the officiating 

. clergyman of the presbyt.erian faith*, Iha 1 
■first saddle r was Abram Sago and the firyt 
jgimsiaitli: was O.rmsby. Mr.- Joseph OfcocVkdale 
ts&s the first, wagon maker in the little vtlla^jj* 
®£ the nortlisl&e of Oongross street hut tho 
fir© of 1851 burnt his shop which was c, "big 
Joss to his. 'He* like the rest of tho first 
settlers, has now passed away, leaving two 
fir three sons living ^n or near Ypsilant-i, 
■ who are well known in the oity and comwttnit y . 

fh©ro $0 no doubt hut ;that ZvTr. Jonathan Morton 
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was the first dry goods- merchant ift Ypsilmati* 

Mr* ST^rto'H will fee rernsmfeora-d fey roany, of the 

present citizens for lie Hvect many years aoittJi. 

«# the city on the farm now- owfr@4 nnd oeaitpiM 

fey James Ho&eis, whose wife wae Mr. Morton* s 

ft^ghtar* Mr* Morton &b$ Mb wlfs feoth &ie€ 

031 that fp.rm. 1 lived neighbor to them nn& 

wm one of the pall "bearers at tit© ffetteral of 

feoth* I thirst I m right In a-aying that Mr. 

Mortem "Was the first dry goods? tnereh&nti in 

Tpgilantij' while Michigan wes a territory. 

' He tola me himself that' he got Me go-ofte from ■ 

Datrolt on a flat feottcta "boat ft» the Huron 

liver and his place ftf fem8 : iiiee« waar o»: th<r- 

.corner of Washington and Paarf streetB. 

1 will refer *n one of th& off! el at i tig 

lawyers 9 Mr* Grove- Stsncfcr* when 1 first 

saw this little village of Y^il&mti, ' 
'he waa the father of 13ie present erftiwrat, 

Ttnowa well in this ooirnnumity fey tha name of 

lieh&rd speacw., the stools T)?Hjr#j!\ Bis 
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ffether f 's family when I came h®r& lived 
jifet east of the little village on a 
that Is still knovm to many as tJto Spender 
f&mu- I will tell soiae wore about the 
dfti^^HB and their occupation. A iai % 
-the liana of Jack VTheelfcofc Icept a livery 
»tst>le or, Htirofc street,:, south of Go^ross. 
She first sheriff of the county, aft&r 
liiicKigan Tbdcscae a state* 'in 1807, was 
William Ao&'eraon, liviag 3nai? south of Ann 
AThor village at that time, on v/h&t wag 
* Sasotai as fehe south Ann Arbor T?oad • M-r. Kg 
Itforris wao po 3 'toaster at Ypsilanti and Hon* 
(Jhane^y Jo&lyn was the first 'Mayor of th£ 
City of Ypsilanti, after it Was incorporates 
'«B a city I a 185V, and in 1863 wan ol^oted 
•fheab&t® Judgs of Washtenaw TVorai'ty, jmd .1 atax- 
ia 1878, was elected Circuit Ju&ga of th® 
District* He has passed away leaving tJwad 
8.«ms ana two daughters, one of the sonB Mr* 
twmk Js-sjlya, tj» an attorney, -lreBlflLJag iii 



H'pjri.lantt City, praetioimg 'fete prafesaiam. 

A mam ■ fey th© nam® of Jsa&a f tirmar jmsi a stags 
eoagfih from Detroit to Tpailaaiti attd Saline, 
mrjban I first remember 7psilasti r and A 
%f t&e nm® w£ Anthony OolMns was th« 
&:!*ayeianj lie aad a two Steeled dray arid a frig 
dorrs*! &orsa that was i&clinad to* feite paopis 
wtteas, tbtay saiae* near Ms Head and fee was obligai; 
tiD k$.ap Miss «oss2led so he cattld not hart tUt 
eltl»B3os.. And a oolorad man aad Ms wife, 
Ijy the name of Wells, carried on a feariar a&ap 
&$. tna aortii wtde #f oongraaa atreat. iitbt 
frasaraant of $1© Ballard and B&rawmda star© ©a 
tka oornar wfeara K&anlar'-a ..atora n«nr is, tnaaHf 
Kjw two tayl#r s'tefa. Jotan Hawfe&na .*rcua- a 
anop oa the s<mt!i side of Oongrasa street 
j«BA the- et&ar "awo* rwm a s&op on tfea nart& 
aida of Congress atraat and nfa ®a^i« mm - 
My* lilfeerBon, and has long ainoa paeaad to 
tna affoar ehora. But .&» fees a datigfeter Sow 
living in Ipailantl wnosa nasa :1s Irs., <Janat 

-17- 



'Opspfeell. I well remember a r&s tyrant keiftr 
by a "Mr. Towner on the west side of W&ahing-* 
ton otreet and on the south side of Gon§re&$ 
Street be also kept sone liquors for sale 
Sttcl was .grand father to ^xacy 'X T o?aaer, who 
ia now an attorney in Tpsllanti city and w r ell 
kno'wn there as a business man and lawyer ♦ 
And 32r« Abriel fe^kins kept a tarern on the 
6t>rner of ^aehington ana Congress streets 
where the union block now stands* w}io will b& 
3rem.e215.be red Toy some of the citizens as the 
father of Salter raid Fred Hawkins. The old 
gentlemen kept the hots! ana he furnished 
his table with plenty of good -victuals to eat . 
and loss style, 3/hiefc is quite the reyerae 
of most of the hotels nowaday®,--- they have 
more' style than victual's* The pld Hr. How- 
la»& ran a tannery near where hie B<m John 
Jlew.l&nd, runs one now, north of the woolen mUl f 
JIM. a man hy the name of lortpn ran a distillery 
»par there at the Tforth part of the little Til- 
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I will now com© "back to Congress . stiff F" 
tell you that a man "by the nane of G tiff in 
feept r 5iat was called & select school in 
a part of the "building 2<no'm ad the. nunnery, 
owned hy "Heaeon Post, who was the father 
of Hon. Sainnsl Bob* of Detroit. AM oft the 
south sids of Congress street trewt of Martin 
Dawsono feed store I think a fiwily lived 
and owned the p reraises hy th« name of XfeMn- "- 
0try and I think it is yet occupied hy some 
Of the family the house stands back ttom the 
'street a short distance, tad still farther 
west wlser^ Mr. Curtis' tmilflinp: novr fitrmfls 
•was a "building known as the Keel FSchoolhouse, 
where Priest Toed often preached to the settl«i 

of the little irillage and all who cane from 
the surrounding country with their 'Cat teams 
to hear Mia. And still farther west along 
Chicago Avenue on the place now owned and 
occupied hy Kr. Oliver Ainsworth, when X 
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first &m Ypsilanti, It was the 35 owbM aoa$ 
.©ocupiaa by Mr. "Benjamin ^ooclruff; th# 
founder of the CroTe, as I to 1ft you. He- 
Was cl is appoint oft there rwfr he rioter! h;i^ 
family here, ana he anft hi 9 ~i:fe both di&d 
fe^ire .£nd his hdtaestoaci passed Into the hauls 
&f a m#n by the nnme of Alfred Hunter '//ho > v 
•piiroha^A tho Hnron -till of air. Gilbert* 
the 7n*m Hunter, It is wj,C>> fsiloo ar/X the 
jBlli paaserl into tho han.<3>; of I nth an 1?ollett- 
$liio will he rera^nheroci by b om'e of the oltia^ns 
0f' TpBilanti f,rui from Ma in tiino, it was 
purchased by the present owieiTi* X Bald % 
iito iilS toll more about th© HnrwooA aiift .Gilbert 
■4er,l latar. 7Tr. Gilbert tr^d^cl l\im a tract 
&f land laying ree^t on the Chicago roocl 
twarcts S Kline fi&tf Mr* R&rwooS: -kovail hie 
ifeordXy on to it and f&rrcoft 3t a :^ d thora cTlec! 
SfiS so^ne of hie eleBconxIants still live thoro 
$& the same land* 

J will not go from Kind's Comoro 
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-©mth «&& mention some of the settlers ea I 
3P*»#B'b-©r them going south of the then village* 

Mr* Beter Miller lived. and owned the premises . 
9$- the west side of Huron Street where his 
CNQt33L &©»ry 3£ili0ir aBpw 3Ufev«»- ^* Pater Miller 
twafke^ a*fe the mmonu trade # but he and his 
W&fe $uave #as-se4 to the other shore # ae has 
to&mH .©11 of the b&ainaBB men that were lie re 
■#&en X first bsw Ip$iianti. f3till farther 
s*mth li^dcl j&r. Vg.nO leaf on the hi 11 known 
%& the present eitia&ens a^ the Wat ling Hill. 
Still farther south on what 1b. kjiovin as the 
W#&t Monroe Ko&d we find a man living vj the 
pg@e of Joseph 1mv$ on the west side of the 
,i|!fta$ 0:33; the farm 'fenov/n as the Hanfmond f&na 
at the prftsa&t ti»a« We cosae next to &ha briei; 
$$:&&$ farm at the for&s of the road now owned 
m& "e&eupied hy Seorge Oraae* which wa^ owned 
8St& occupied by a man by the name of v.'illiaaa 
B#l:lo who was considered cp3.it e s singer and he 
tftHg&t .sinfing aehoole winters and he was a good 



taking the west road at the forks 
by ^be briefe house , $«st south of the creek 
ob the 1111 we find a" man by the name of ' 
Churchill who "bought hie land from the 
government • It is the farm where the 
house burned a year or two ago that was 
owned at that time by Samuel Rogers* The 
next farm on Stoney Creek Road was owned 
by Mr* ©lover, father of Henry Glover, 
who is now a citizen of the 01 ty of "Ypsilantifc, 
and. is one of the men who hae helped to 
make Ypailsnti what it 1b now with momy 
and pergonal council, he being a good 
busineeB man. The farm is now owne4 and 
oeewpied by Beeley Davis and the farm 
next south was then owned by Mr. Gflover » a 
brother of Henry Glover's father, and it passed 
into the hands of Mr. Palmer Elliott, who was 
grandfather to the present occupant at the 
present time# The old gentlemen and his wife 
both died on that farm ye are ago. 
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$he next farm south when I firrt . remember 

it^was owned said occupied by an old gontlemeii 

generally called, Oaptf. lacy. His fstelly eo»* 

slated of a wife, on© son and one daugat**, the 

present iswners purchased it from Hr. lacy soma 

years ago. Kie Maey family have all passed 

away at different dates, and the next farm 

where IB*. Heat lives now was then owned by 

■&■ family named Desaiaere who also owned the 

land where Mr. Frank Whit© lives and John 

Seaver. 5?h@ Densmore people owned ftfce three 

eighty acres* but no fattildings, except on the 

one miere Mr. Beat lives now. There is hut 

<0&e relative -of the Densmore family la this 

part of the country that I know of and that 

is Oord Bensmore, a grandson to the old mm 

Bensraore, who was called Doctor git the time 

I first remember him. And on the wept siae 

■of the road where Mr. Vt®&my Moory now live® 

it was owned and occupied by Mr. John Hai^@n% 

and. where Mr. Sowlett now lives- that place 
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was occupied foy a Mr. White and Ms family, 
ana the Hammond family. Hotel 1, s relatives., owned 
all the west side of the road as far south as. 
ia now known as JTewton Crlttendens land includ- 
ing the Horace Laflin farm where ha now lives. 
It was all owned hy the Hammond family when I 
first rememher it in 1833. tod the farm that 
Bewton Crittendens family now owns and occupies 
lay a Hr. Martin Doty. And the next farm south 
was o ceu.pl© d "by a man toy the name of Seth Str. 
bat it. was purchased hy Llr/ James Lowden, Sr«$ 
in the spring of eighteen hundred and thirty 
five. It isnow owned hy the heirs of the eon, 
Hon. James Ii» Lowden, Jr., #10 has $u&t passed 
to the other shore and the nest settlor south 
on the west side, of th@ road on the farm Innawn 
as the Andrew Siller farm, there was then liv- 
ing on it a man hy the name of Mr. I/tike, "but 
he died there soon after I came. There was 
no settler south then till the farm where Mr*,. 
Barr now lives. A man and his wife lived 
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there and they owned the farm and hie name was 
Daniel Bird, aifl the next settler south was 
Mr. James Miller on the south aide of Stoney 
Creek. It is the farm that Levi Rogers left 
to his vsidow and she has sold it to a man by 
the name of bright, Mr. Miller was Andrew Miller's 
father and he claimed, when he first moved 
there in 1831* that one day he saw a "big hear 
come and take a good size shoat of his out 
of the yard, and he did not care to hinder 
Mi as he had no gun. Mr* Daniel W. Russell 
sb& wife was here when I came, and they lived 
oil the little place joining llr. Barr's land 
on the so&th, the same ground that is now called 
the Presbyterian Parsonage. Mrs. Russell was 
a sister to Barnes Miller and the little place 
on_ the rise of ground south of the Rogers" Farm 
where Mrs* Albright now lives, was then owned 
and occupied by old Mrs. Miller who was the 
mother of James Miller and Mrs* Bus sell; another 
daughter lived with the old lady there at the 
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tlMe I remember them hut they have all passed 
over to the other shore* 

She next settler was -on the first farm 
south of the school house now, hut then 
there was no school house, that settler's 
nme was Mike Warner, a young married man. 
Ha staid a year or two and then sola out ana 
moved to Monroe- and the next settler was a 
mm hy the name of Howard* I think ho was a 
"bachelor, hut he sola out in a year or two* 
!Bhe huyer will he remembered "by the settlers. 
She huyer was Jacoh Danolnghurg,. He and his 
wife passed away as most of the old settlers 
have* But there is some of their descendants 
left,. JUrs* Shomas 2?alliday ie a daughter, aleo 
.lire. Henry Stumphenhusan of Augusta, and Mrs* 
■ frank Fletcher of Ypsiianti City. 

She next settler, at that time, wae 
llirein Thompson, Sr., on the old farm where 
his son, Hiram,* lives now. Sfhere is also 
one daughter living in Ypeilanti city who 



is Mrs. Anson Williams. f J?h@ old people aM 
one (kQM.gh.tev have passed away. £he daughter 
was Mrs. William Martin, whose husband wag 
a son of Byard Martin and a brother of Jacob 
Hart in -now living in the City, of Ypsiianti, 
I will here speak of some more of the 
early settlers, of Augusta, who ; I first 
remember. I will first mention Mr. John 
Minzey then lived with Ms family on the farm 
now owned by Hiram Brown. Mr. Mines ©y sold 
it- to John li. Stark who will be remembered 
by some of the present citizens. Mr. Stark 
sold it to the present owner, and he and most 
of his family have passed away. I think 
there is one son and one daughter still livinrfj: 
of the Stark family. Hr. Jlinsey then settle* 
on the farm where his two daughters now live, 
right south of Charles Rogers in Augusta 
fownship. Sir. Minzey was the father of Redner 
Einzey who was well known by many of the pro- 
sent settlers who with his father and mother 



have passed to the vale "beyond, where we must 
all go.. I will also mention Mr. Robert Reynolds 
who has long since passes, away, he was the 
father of -John Reynolds now living in Augusta 
5f ownship . 

I will now speak of the south east 
part of the township of Augusta* I first 
will mention a man known as Captain Hardy that 
settled oil the south east quarter of section 
thirty- four and he run a s saw mill located at 
the junction of Paint Creek and Stoney Creek 
in the year 1821 and he lived and died there 
and is "buried in what is known as the Ohilds 
Cemetery, and Aaron Childs was one of the first 
Settlers of Augusta township in 1831, and he 
was the father of W.X. Childs of Ann Arbor City 
at the present tirae and the first town meeting 
mm h$l& at the houae of Aaron Childs in the 
year 1836. Steven Stead was elected supervisor. 
Aaron Childs, 1'ownship Clerk, David Hardy, 
tTustiee of the Peace, Hiram H. Warner, Treasurer. 



I will say in regard to secti&n IS of ./Kjbft. 
®owa &£ Augusta that in 1840'* it was a p«J?f|^t 
swamp, "bat it 2i&& tl® iwst *vfiit# wood t&MflMfegT 
021 It af any section of land in t&e eomjity tot 
it wae guite a eliore to get it out, it was 
aaa tiling strangs to upset a load from ems tc> 
t&yee tijn#8 £& g@ttiii|r it to li&rd la,3*i. 

I will sje&tioai some of tire settlers 
t&af osm© ta tits fall of' 1833 ana settles 
om tli© fterst aide of tlm tovm^hip now knoiafe 
.m Aiigmt&i 1m t was at tliat tiae ealled 
%0fla».ti InolTidiiMg t&e town of York and 
^iitgfi^ia tffc that tim&, they iter* all callftt 
Tf^ilanti 'g«*BM3ti;p* Mr. AMWw Stage** ea$» 
witk W» ttmtly afc& sattlftd ©ast of -th« fre&Mj*. 
Bft&ftl iiotisa on 18* • far® bow owiaed "by tSie qbUjt 
living mil. &f An&raw Rogers j li.is family eo»- 
slsted of ©igM grQftn up dhildaNsj* Ilien ft© 
dl$d about ifejpty -years ago there were five 
&QTL& and fhm$ da&g&ters, tile otdest favghtifr 
ai#a in the y«kr 187 B, md tras . tie *tif* of t&e 



#th<3$? .five cMtdrexi have passed ■%& tke dltxe^ 
g&ore, s£ ii£f$sr©»t dates* 3»aviag- the two 
arew^est ^il&ar&n 0^ the jj&pd3ty 'ha? 3?$,. Who '£». 
(SigtarXes t as I ^avs sai& f on the 01a liontBt^at 
&&& the da&gihtipr w&g la MriB* ^pM»* 1te2?5»a t 
s widow « r J?here was other families ir&o e$Q.-& 
t&ere at the same time that My* Bogeye did 
$8& settled near him* &&& was !?• Peter 
Ssne gogburgitf. wlio was the f»tTu»5* of William 
$ugK>ii)gftiurgjb t w&o wi^-ll b# reiaambejred fcy was* , 
■ftf Ute present cltizeae aft& Ws BSoth«r w&$ 
was- fBttt.Hft»ly known as Aant Betsey. Sli# 
Wm sot easily frigtitemed "hut' erne .afttarnotfa: 
ag«r sight* as sh© was going 3i<?me from tfeo 
i»!#;gt,, from soaie iieXglifrors', 'osnrylsg a $:!$&* 
•&£ £a?;&$2i $&«£ fpr Iter suppe* 1&* tralT0» 
w$a?& ^tdLts tfclck jhare t&en aWd sons of -Sham 
W«3?©- very »«&? Atgat Betsey aai$ en this 
^©asian want#-<J to taste of tlis neat ami. sfee 
feeing a ¥ery goad worn®. &n& tenet ©a* heart e& 



$m& it to them and -&&&'£$£$£*& fWf he®i$ 
as fast as she eoulct, Iret she hM tci tmllc 

gom# logs at. that tiro© to- ■ lw*e^._ t>»* of 1ft* 

The aext 031S I Will HjentiGUi 00ia£l3g at 

«r $hcmt tHe-'saae fell 1I35,, ttea-'a*. Attmm 
Alber, who h ought the, land from the jKrrsvMMjRl' 
iPtgkt east of CHsrlae Rogers 0a th® so^tli 
. site of the road' where Mr. FrfcSsiSH mm* salt 
lives now. * ffir, Alh©r llvad *h«rw a »tai»1*er -of .. 
£9«rs and then sola It to ly. Ho11«r& WlllisaHtv' 
father of J«ro»6 Wllllaaaa, wis©- S» nom liiriaf 
. J&0t east of the oia ltom& ©a swfci on :si£t«fl&_ 
£a fhf *o*& of AccgOBta. ttr« llfeer th«& femagtet 
a jfo&irfc distance «$ st of th© <*ity of s^aateaS.t, 
%$: £&rm that is bow ow»&a.am® 0{Mm$i©& t>y Has . 
' 3*11 *fe$&&, find the** Hr* Alfc&r dial, 3»<arly 
"' forty ysars ago said his wifa &!&& ther& &1S&- a 
f#w j&bt® later., their 'family ©©agisted of t«s 
s&ns and one dttugfefcttr who was tfc© *if* of iawsom 
lowers, wfeo was the olSeat hr©ther of Oharles 



Sogers* referred to before in this sketch* 
fhe two eons are yet living, one at Lansing, 
Michigan* and the other at St. Paul., Minn&sota, 
I think* lext -I will mention Ms% Coon Raclner, • 
coding in the fall of 1833, purchasing the farm 
from the government that ITorman Redner has re- 
cently sold to Joseph Boc&wood, it being the old 
homestead of Eedners, located near Stoney Creek 

• Cyeaftery* Mr. Coon Rednere f easily consisted of 
four sons and four daughters, who have all passed 
to the other shore, hut the two yotuagest daugli*- 

. ters, one of them is Mrs. Harriett Piatt and 
the other is Mrs> Matilda Hinkley, wife of 
Franklin Hirikley, who I will refer to later in 
this writing- I will now speak of one more 
family that moved into Augusta Township soon 
after I came here that was Mr* Robert Gaap&elly 
who purchased the farm that Mb son, Hon* John 
E* Campbell owns and lives on at the present . 
time. A man by the rmm of Wiley sold it to 



Mr. Campbell when the eonntry was nearly 

a forest. Mr. Campbell's family consisted 

of two daughters and six sons. The father, 

mother and two daughters and one of the sons 

have passed. over the river, the remaining 

eons are William, Hon. Andrew, Gabriel, Robert 

and Eon. John K. Campbell, who are ell well ant 

favorably fenown in this county of Washtenaw. 

All Farmers, excerpt Gabriel wh«fc is a professor 

in an^ "Eastern College* 

1 will now pass back .to the little 

village and on ray way back I will say something 

in regard to the land I have said .was- owned by 

Moory 
the Hammond family inhere Mr. Rodney/now lives 

that was sold by Mr. John Hammond to -Mr* Henry 

Hedner, who was the oldest son of Ooon Uedner 

who 1 have referred to in this narrative. And 

lenry Refiner sold it to Mr. Benham who was 

the father of Horatio Benham and Mrs. Rodney 

Moory, v&X'O now owne m& lives on the land 

owned by John Hammond. Elr. Hammond di&d in 



Ami Arbor a few years ago. He lias one daughter 
living in Ann Arbor at the present tirae who is 
the wife of Mr.. Martial* a son of $b% James Mar- 
tin that Moved into this country in 1825* I 
will tell you more about hija later • I will 
now- go "back to the little village and mention 
$orne more of the citizens that I xeimm'hev whan 
I came ♦ 

Just eaat of the pre Bent bridge across 
the river on the -south side of Congress 

street a Mr Emerick then xun a grocery store 
who was the fat liar of Benjaxain E^eriefc who 
will be remembered by many of the present oiti* 
&ens who has passed to the vale beyond with 
moat of his father f e family* ^Benjamin left 
two Bon&t Fred who now owns his father's . . 

homestead and Frank the Other son is circuit 
judge t living at Alpena, "Michigan. 1 will 
refer now to Bras t us Oamson who was then a 
young, lad about twelve years old, as nmr 
as I remember, who was. a cleric in the a tor© 
of Ardon H. Ballard and Edmunds, But he vdll 



be remembered as one of the most thorough 
Iras i He as men of the eity. But he, like the 
rest of the old settlers or most of them > 
hare now gone to the other shore # Shere is 
a till left two of hie sons living in Ypsilanti^ 
who are well and favorably \nowa thnsughoiit 
the county as good "business men. I will 
now eay a few words about Hon* E, I? •Allen, 
elected mayor of Ypsilanti City and served 
two terms. He was elected to the state legis-4 
lature in 1877 and again 1879* He also serve* 
in the civil war as captain, during the war 
in 1868. He now resides in the city of Ypsilanti 
where he is an attorney and practicing his 
profession there* I will speafc of the First 
Presbyterian O&ureh built in 1854* It is now 
occupied by Mr. George Loc&ridge, as a marble 
shop. I will go wast towards Saline along wh^it 
is known as the Chicago road after leaving the 
village going west. The first settler was at 

that time a man by the name of Laaalare which 
is now owned 'bj Joseph Warner and the next 



settler at that time in the year, 1833,, was 
Mr* James Martin on the fam now owned and 
occupied "by Mr* Charles Begols. Mr. Hart in 
came in 1825 and raised : quite a large family 
"but moat of them have passed away* There is 
one of his eono living in Ann Arhor and I 
think one daughter living in Detroit* 

The next settler was a man.*by the name 
6f Pardee, who lived on the south side of the 
roadf fhp.re is no house on that side now* . 
Hie "buildings are now on the north side of the 
road and it is the mrme farn that Mr, Benjamin 
Miller lived on for a number of years who was 
welifc Irnovm hy many of the present citizens. 
And the next settler was Mr* Wells Ch&rnberiin 
on the hill where Deacon Canfield lived many 
ye are and died there a few years ago who was 
well \novrxi4 And on the south Bid© of the road 
we find a msai living *by the name of William- 
Dye, his land going west to the north and south 
toad. 



Th& next settler was on the farm now 
known as the Herberts farm "but it was then 
owned and occupied "by Jbjtiqb loomis, who lived 
there a number of years, that I well remember, 
and She farm passed into the hands of a number 
of "buyers and a. man owned it by the name, of 
Alexander Wallace and he sold it to Mr. Roberts* 
Mr* Wallace will be remembered by many in the 
community and by many of the' citizens of Ypsllan- 
ti,for lie and his wife and one daughter moved 
to Ypsilstnti and the daughter was carried to 
l|r» Crane who now runs a grocery store on 
Huron street, south of the poatoffice. But 
Mr/ Wallace and his wife and the daughter have 
• all passed away sometime ago* 

I will say something more about Deacon 
Jioomle, as he was generally called* like 
t&# rest of the first ^ettlere he owned 
oxen to do the work on the "farn and to go to 
the market and to meeting* And in the spring 
of the year when they were first let loose on 
the commons they would start straight south 



four or f It© miles to the timber land to "browse 
on the early buds and in doing so they would 
pass Ihy my fathers farm, When Deacon locale 
wanted Ms ox&n he bad to foot it to the timber 
land to get them. But he always road one of ' 
his omen lack carrying a long beach whip a.nd 
the ox was so accomodating that he would follow 
the other oxen so close that the Deacon could 
touch them up with his long whip and rid© too. 
2hat was nice for him but not so nice £<yr the 
ox, hut he had to stand it just the same. Beacon 
I-oomis was the father of Elisha L omis now 
living in Tpsilanti on Congress fit. X think 
all the rest of Peacon Loomis* family have 
passed to the other shore. 

I will now speak of the next settler 
south of the Roberts farm that was here in 
1853. It was then owned and occupied by a 
man hj the name of Mr. Snow. It has now 
a brick houae on it built hj Mr. Sherman 
Hinkley who passed away a few years ago. 

That farm is now owned by one of his daughter^ 
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now living in California. Mr« Elnlcley also 
owned the next fanji south, known *© many as 
the old homestead of Sherman - Hinkley vttere he 
settled in 1831. That property is owned now 
"by another daughter now living in Detroit 
City,, who is now a widow. The other heirs 
of the estate was a son, am Attorney, living 
in Ipsilanti, Franklin Hinkley, who I have 
referred to before in this narrative; and Hrs. 
Ann Cool:, the widow of Hon, Peter Cook, who was; 
a farmer in York township. And the next settlor, 
south of the Hinkley homestead was Mr. John 
Shipman whan I came in IS 33. 1'he farm is now. 
owned and occupied lay Mr. Henry Hehreen and 
farther south on the four corners on the west 
side of the road we find a family by the name ■■ 
of George Collins whose family consisted, at 
the time of nine children and a wife. Shere- • 
were three sons and six daughters and the 
no the r, 'two sons and three daughters have 
. passed away ,. leaving one son and "three daughters 
all living in 'Washtenaw County, 5Ebe= oldest 



daughter now living is Jiary 0* Siting* 
widpw of Ralph 0* Whiting. She is a graduate 
of the law department of the University of 
Michigan and a member of the Washtenaw County 
"bar and practicing her profession at Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. Mr* George Collins died about' sixty 
years ago. The son is Mr. William Collins a 
farmer* living a short distance *sat of Ypsilan** 
ti city on the motor line road towards Detroit # 
Another daughter named AM, who is the toother 
of Hiram and William ]?iak# These two sons are 
living at Ypsilanti ab the present time. The 
other daughter is ^v®. Bophronia Wilber, wife 
©:f a farmer living in- the 'Township of Superior, 
Washtenaw County. 

I will now aay a few words about the 
next farm west of the four -<s orders on the 
town line road and the owner and occupant. 
When I first came to this country it was 
a xnan hy the na&ie of David J. Gilbert and 
he sola it to Porter linkley several years 
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later f Mr. Hinkley was not in Michigan for 

sometime after uoy father came here* le bullf. 

the brick house where the -oldest son and his 

mother now live. She is said to be quite 

smart for a person of ninety- three or ninety* 

four years old. Mr. Hinkley bought the Oollii^ 

farm from the Collins heirs. 

I will now say the next settler south 

of the .Collins farm was my father who moved 

onto the eighty acres that he bought of a iijan 

by the nemo of W'illard Hall* At the time we" 

moved on to it near the last of June 1853, 

there was a log house on the Hall land and 

three or four acres had been ploughed. My 

father also bought two eighty acre lots 

of Mr. John Gilbert of Ypsilanti, the s-ame 

mm that made the deal with Mr. Harwood and ' 

got the Huron Kill in Ypeilanti of Mr, Harwoold. 

% father lived and died there, in April 18?3 f 

and the children of his family were nine* 

hut six passed away, an a the other three yet 

live in Washtenaw Ootmty, Mr. Samuel Begole 
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owned eighty acres of land on Section two, 
joining my father's, Ee was here when we ci 
then a young man but he married and lived o$ 
his farm until he retired fTom labor f moving 
to IpBilanti in his old age and there died.* 
He left one son and two aaTBght#rS f all living 
in this county* She son is Hilton Begole 
a famer living in pittsfield Township, 
one of the da'ughters lives in Ami Arbor City, 
the widow of Mr* Homer Gady, who has recently 
pasgpd away, and the other daughter lives 1m* 
Tpsilanti Qity* the wife of Chris Sliders* 

Thi$ country was level and sigfttly fm? 
a new country and it was not a strange thing 
to aee the wild deer feeding with the settler© 
cattle on the prairie and quite often the hear 
could he seen loping oyer the plains and plenty 
of wild turkies and wolves also, the first twq* 
or three years after we came. 1 will mention 
some of the settlers who were' here then.# A 

family known by th<3 name of Welch living on 



the farm vfa&re tfilHam Miller lives now. She 
$@leh fanily consisted of the old people, 
two sons &n<i three daughters • r J?lia sons 
married mid raised families* Some of them 
are jet here and soteie of th&ia are west and 
some of them are in Chicago and some in 
Wyandotte and a s on 7 of ■Mo&.&G%-.$ r elGii $ Wallace, 
lives in Ann Arbor City, who is a veteran 
of the civil war and a. man well thought of 
■by his neighbors. Eh© old gentlemen's* othe^' 
son, Owe.n f had but one Bon and he was killed 
in the ; civil war, that wo had over forty 
years ago. ¥ow the old stock has all passed 
away, the last one departed this life 1 one 
year ago last winter, it was the youngest 
daughter and also the youngest of the family* 

I will now speak of the settlers of the 
town of York. It w&g then called Tpsilanti 
Township for it isust be reuieBbered llfchigan 
was yet a territory and remained etich until 
the yea? 3L8J57 and then it was admitted as a 



state sua the- different towns were &hen named 
as I have said* I. will tell you of the 
. settlers of York as 1 remember them* When 
I first came to Michigan in 1833* 

On section Waive there 3-ived a man 
'T)y the name of Hiram Fiak who "bought his 
land from the government. He was not a 
married man at that tiine* Hiss sfe ter and 
her daughter kept house for hinu He was 
quite a hunter and a good marksman., killing 
all kinds of gazne which was very plenty then* 
He will be remembered by icany of the present 
citizens • 1 refer to the fario that llv* 
Oha^les Thompson owns and occupies now* 
l"r f Fisk married after a time a lady by the 
n&mo of C cms to ok and raised some children* 
I remember the oldest, a son, who married a 
girj. I knew from childhood, a daughter of 
our nearest neighbor. They lived quite a 
number of years together. Ehey rale eel two 

sons that are citizens of Ipsilanti city 



anfl their mother lives there also. Her 
1ms "band , Charles Fisk, met his death fey 
falling from a "building. The circumstance 
will he rem-emto-ered by many of the present 
citizens. Mr* Hlyam Flsk had two daughters , 
one was married, tout both passed to the Tale 
beyond the first of any of the tfisk family* 
The old people have gone also* Mr. Fisjk. 
had the misfortune when trimming a tree in 
his own dooryard to fall to hie death, In 
the svmmer of 1872, and the old lady passed 
away sineo that date, 

I will now speak of Mr. Gary .Stark 
who lived anfl owned the farm now own^d and 
occupied by Mr. Avery In York township. 
He had a large family of children but most 
of them, as well as the old people have 
passed away* I Ino?/ one daughter who is 
now living in the town of York, who is the 
widow of Henry Gqb 9 who I will speak of later, 



3; will now tell you of the settler at that tim« % 
XBZZj on tlie farm now owned and occupied oy 
Mr- William ICelsey known as the Aaron B,.. Uheel- 
er f&rra, it was owned and then occupied "by a 
man arid Ms family by the name of Alanson Snow* 
Ux.k A. R. Wheeler came in the spring of 18S4 
and bought out £Ir« Snow; and the KQxaeler family 
lived and the old people died there, The 
only son of A, IU wheeler,, Charles, has left 
a son iXaCi daughter* v/ho la the wife of 
Mr* William 'Kelsey* who Is the present owner 
of the Snow farm; and his wife's mother, 
Mr* Charles ^heeler 1 z widow., lives with him. 
I will now tell you about Mr. C5now A the firat 
settler that ffheeler bought out in the spring 
Of 18M. He waa on-a of the first settlers in 
the township of York and known as the Indian 
hater, so called on account of his $mvs uerate' 
hatred of the Indians* tfhen a ,lad the memb&TB 
of hio father's family wore massacred in Ohio 
right before his eyes and from, tji-at hour ho 



Iroared eternal vengeance on the redskins, a tow 
that Re kept with, unrelenting hatred* He roamed 
the woods from morning until night with Ms 
fern-sty rifle in hand, and as Battlers ■ came lie 
moved still farther into the forest, the betteif 
to satisfy his love for hunting and his desire 
to keep that terrible to?/ he made in childhood • 
I will speak of Mr. Arthur Coe, a brother- 
in-law of Mr. Coon Re&ner, who oaiao in the fall 
of 1833. liXm Cog did not come until 1835 and 
&$ bought land on faction 'iwo, York township 
of the two settlers that were here when we oam6 
in 1833 and their nanas were • Allbrow, & father 
and son/ After his first purchase, !§r. Ooe boitgl 
more land, so at the time of his death he 
owned nearly six hundred acres of good farming 
land* His family consisted of four eons and 
four daughters and himself and wife. The chil^* 
ran were all married, two sons and one daughter 
with their father and mother have passed away 
at different datos. 



I will how speak of the first township 
meeting held in the term of lork at the House 
of Ho ah F/olcotts at a small place called Modrf- 
ville, ao named "because a number of families 
of that nsme had settled there at tM$ township* 
Son. William Moore was fected supervisor * and 
Gthniel Gooding, township Clerk; £r# Bowers % wa# 
practicing physician living at KooreVille. * 
He also Kept a dry goods store. 1 will now 
relate & little incident that I heard. Mr* 
Woolcott tell in his hot si at Mooreville about 
the year 18'39 or 40* There was a certain man 
in the township of York about that time who 
had iQ&rriect a wife living in one of the naigh*- 
boring towns, and he was anxious to bring h&r 
home with a good horse team in good styl@ f and 
in those day® such teams were scarce and not 
easily got, although Ilr. Woolcott was fortunate 
enough to own one ajafl -fife© briftggrooa b$ing well 
acquainted with him ventured to ask him for his 
ire em for that occasion. His wife happened 

-48- 



to be a goo a sis e v/ozn&n weighing nearly 300 
potcnds# Mr, Wolcott says ' ,? Yes, sir, you 
can have my teem on condition that you do as 
1 tell you* I say you muyt not bring her all 
at one load/ 1 I w?b well acquainted with the 
wedded pair but I decline to mention names bu& 
suffice to say the tear* t,yqs not used on that 
occasion, This loah Folcott that J refer 
to &s keeping the hotel in Ilooreville has 
sozna descendants noy living in the lifctle 
Tillage of T'Tilan, Kichig&n* 

I vdll now say a few words about ^ 
father who was Frederick Bmom 9 familiarly 
called by neighbors and settler© rr llncle 
?red#" lie cert® first to Michigan a viewing 
the year before ; r; ;e 'rooverl here fnfl then he 
bought four eighty acre lots from the govern- 
ment Zand Off ice then located at. Detroit* And 
when he moved his family here the next year 
he "bought 240 acres mors of the parties I 
have montioned before in this narrative joining 
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Q«&e Qf ifee l««ifl he bcmgiit of .the gorer^^eKt 
%# ya&r before we rioted kex**H* and in the y#$$* 
1130 mj fat'iiBr hough* -aether eig&ty &er&s of 
iimif! of ome of our neighbors by tb.e mm® o# 
l^yl^r Stuart* flmt Ha&e him tb& owae* of &£3£ 
.femdred a»u .forty aaras, all joining* ^-C-^liftg 
0m eighty mrm of. tlnberefl lnn&^ lyiiagr on 
what ic lui-owa es the Riflga %$$* ant is 
$h© land ncsw tsw'n«# by -Mr. Othniel ©coding 
setitjiwos-t of th**" <stCH&sy Create Cre*s*ad?y om 
tfe^-^idgB ro&d towards lioo grille • My tf'athxsr 
sola that eighty -aer^o' of laM to- *?r, J^Lnathaa 
porting wj'to waa the f&thar of -th** ■ prolan t 
■Owner In the yc#r 18559 or 40, na X !fem$mh#r 
it ao^t ami my tether give th# eighty aeres 
that fee Dcueht of Mr. Stwstrfc to mj oXftesit 
,fr»Qtfh«#s tfasaal^ who has passed ©way at about 
the n-g® of eighty j;eare# 1-he farm here 
xefc?rr(?fl to- is now ©cc*u.pi&3 ami cvwief by 
Hr» Iwwie LafliB on eeotion one in ?'o?mship 
of s if>T&* -wh$r$ h® ana hie i;fgni3y bow lib*. 



ffly father trew ft small pension Tip to the ti»» 
Of Mb death > "having fceam a aoldiirr in the 
Wa# I81£« I well renember hearing Mm eay 
!#ith -trftf-ere-aee to one of the engagements 
Jut wa^ in that he thought some of them shot 
W&%k®r oarel^&sly* iter one of their fct0.1*rt& 
Oliver ed his tomahawk handle in his he It hy 
hie side. When I first remember hire, when I 
W&& edx years or swen years oH, in the state 
of lew York, he was captain- of a rifle company, 
$s towa of Ponltney, Steuben Oottnty, Which 
oftiee he 'resigned when he moved to Michigan 
£& MSB, 1 will Bey here that from the titse 
».f sqp fiisrt recollection it tra.s the law thfet 
all #bled bodied male citizen® of the United 
States between the age of eighteen and forty** 
fitvp year e wae reatiired to do Mlitary -duty 
fiire days in every year taown -feua company train** 
&&$■ 4«ty» t whieh vfte still the law when I reaehed 
ay eighteenth year and in the year 184S 1 
Joined the rifle company of the to^nehip of 
ToaSt, and i» the spring of '34)44 I was emoted 



first lieutenant of the company end ?ny com- 
iBissxcn t?&s &ent to roe by John S. Barry, who 
was then governor of the State of Michigan, 
but about or near the year 1848 this* law was 
repealed . I has h "brother Willi ©an who was 
-OTCr two years older than I hut we re^er/bled 
each otter bo el osaly thst sone of the people 
thought we v/ero twine* We could wear each 
others clothes* mo they fitted wo 11 on either, 
At a proper ago we hoth Married at different 
dates. And in tiuio his family consisted 
of "four daughters* and one boy "baby but ten 
clays 'old when the mother died in the year 
1859, which was a terrible stroke to my 
brother. At that tiroe the oldest girl r/ae 
afco-nt twelve years old and the youngest daugh- 
ter was about eighteen months old whon their 
mother passed away* He Irept the children- 
together and lived to see them all mottled in 
life but he himself became nearly helpless 
with rheumatism and other ailments before he 



paaaocl a way in the year JDOO at the age of 
seventy nine years. He llvo.d around among M© 
children ay he wished, and died at the homo of 
the second daughters, firs. Frank Johnson, an& 
Is laid to rest in the °>tonoy Creels: ;joiaotery 
■by the side- of hie. wife, the mother of his 
children. 

1 will now say a few words regarding 
myself. V/hen I was about twenty- two years 
old the daughter of Andrew Rogers "became 
my wife and we lived happily together for 
twenty-five' yep.ru, then de^.th took her from 
my oq "brace which left ne alone as we hud 
no children-. But in tine I m&rrisd again,, 
a second cousin to my first wife, "by the 
nas3© of Rogers also, and we 'lived happily 
together for thirty years, then she too passed 
away* three years ago last Zny which leaves 
me alone again. But through the "kindness of 
my niece the youngect daughter of ihj "brother 
Willi©]?.,, I am offered a home at h«r houss, sh# 



"bdixtg the wife of Ehoiaas, Rowe t th@ laixadrymaia* 
on Detroit Street in the city of Ann Arbor, 
Wae&tenaw County and Sxate. of Mi<a&igH&# I try 
to help some in the laundry what I can but it 
la not generally expected that a you&g lad 
$Um» me (3nly eighty- five- years old) o&n do 
much anyway, yet I have to bear the accusa- 
tion of .being the smartest acting man and 
a man of the bent memory of any one of my ags* 
that is known in this community* And 1 v/ill 
say that 1 aia usually healthy, anu no organic 
disease of any kind lurking about £uo that I k&ow 
of unlss.s it is ■& stra&k of XatfixitfSB and I am 
willing to take the opinion of t&oee that know 
me best and call their decision fin^l* 

Kraetus \Y. BaBoia, 
. Eighty- five year a old* 
Who is the Author and writer of thia 

narrative in the year 1909* '.. 
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